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Once the pandemic slows down, we need to really up our
game In waste management and recycling

Pallavi.chakravorty
Etimesgroup.com
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brace the new normal. But,
its impact on the environ-
ment has been a positive
one. The air is deaner and
waterways dearer. This im-
pact, however, s temporary.

Reality will strike us
once we are back to the
old normal. Another thing
that will be back with the
old ways is the amount of
wastage. With offices and
maost public places shut,
and people barred from
moving freely around or
even shopping, wastage of
all kinds has gone down.
But, the bottom-line is that
waste management needs
to be undertaken seriously
and cautioushy.

Laws to manage e-waste
have been in place in India
since 2011, mandating that
only authonsed dismantiers
and recyclers collect e-waste.
But one trip to Delhi’s
Seclampur - India's largest
e-waste dismantling market
- proves that the man-
date remains on paper. In
reality, 95 per cent of India's
e-waste is recycled in the in-
formal sector, and in a crude
manmner, Dipankar Chosh,
Partner and Head of Sustain-
ability and Climate Change,
Thinkthrough Consulting
believes that waste collec-
tion (of all kinds) should be
left wath the informal sector.
"Recognition of the infor-
mal sector's role in waste
collection has to be better
understood. Ideally, collec-
tion of waste works better
through informal sector,
while processing and recy-

ding can be done in a more

2 million tonnes (M1

of a-waste annually; ranks fifth among
g-waste prl:--:luclng countrnes, afterthe
US, China, Japan and Germany ™

B IN 2011 Amount of plastic
waste generated across India
was 7 million metric tonnes
pet year; It is estimated to be
over 50 milllon metric tons per
year by end of 2041
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efficient and sustainable way
by farmal sector. Therefore,
a network needs to be built
between the two to keep

a steady supply of waste

for the processing faclities,
Currently, processing and
recyching faalities typically
operate at much lower than
designed capacity, and even
shut shop due to unsteady
supply of waste, which
makes it difficult to maintain
returm on investment as
desired for any commercial
investment,” he said.

responsibly recycled. Such

initiatives can work ex-
tremely wedl in India.

The Covid-19 pandemic
has led o an increase in
Covid hiomedical waste
But, with access to only
198 Common Bio-Medical
Waste Treatment Facili-
ties (CBMWTFs) and 225
caplive inanerators, can
India's healthcare faclities
handle the nse in waste
quantities? Pranav Tnpa-
thi, Director, Biotic Waste
Limited beliewves that india's

UN should consider a global lockdown
for one month every leap year, so that
nature can heal and replenish the

damage caused by us
B.K. SONI, MDD, Eco Recyding Ltd.
Convenience of recycing  biomedical waste laws are

is also important — In the
LS, there are EcoATMs
which allew consumers to
bring in their old cellphones,
MP3 players and tablets and
get them evaluated. People
are paid instantly while the
items are either reused or

far better than other waste
management laws, but
finds lack of fiance as

a major challenge. “Steps

that can improve biomedical

waste management in India

are better education, proper

traiming of waste workers,

better segregation of waste
at the hospital level and
social awareness”

Plastic waste manage-
ment, particularly of single

Eaglﬂil]c. has been spear-

ed by the gummm

in a big way through its
Swachch Bharat Abhiyan,
but a lot remains to be
done. To begin with, viable
decentralised composting
plants need to be installed
to reduce the load on gar-
bage collectors. Innovative
technologies like plas-
tic-to-fuel and waste-to-en-
ergy should be encouraged
with special provisions for
buybadc.

Several start-ups and
small units have mush-
roomed in the past decade
and undertaken sustainable
ways o manage several
types of waste. One of them
is Eco Recyeling Ltd, an
e-wasle management com-
pany. B.K. Soni, its MD has
a unique suggestion. “LIN
should consider a global
lockdown for one maonth ev-
ery leap year, so that nature
can heal and replenish the
damage caused by us”
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THERE'S A SAFE AND
SMART WAY
TO FULFILL YOUR
EPR AND CSR OBLIGATIONS.

JOIN HANDS WITH US TO RECYCLE E-WASTE,
I IO ST IR ST ¢

EXTEMDED PRODUCER RESPOMNSIBILITY

Owr Producers’ Resaonsiailily Organizetion (PRO) -
partners with companies in their resporsibility to manage
the disposal of the produects they produce once those are

nio langer uselul for consurmers,

CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

Wa help sponsor training of unorganized workers,
sponsor collection centres and sponsor e-collechon bin.
Also companies can make use of BookMyJunk app - a great
initiative for spreading awarnaness about rightful disposal of
a-waste among local individuals and households.

BOOKMYIUNE APP

Owir labest initiabive for bringing togather Cne Million
Eco 'Warriors. iU's the easiest way to recycle e-wasta safely,
All that one needs Do do s downlosd BookMyJunk spg and
register. Select the e-waste to be recycled, get free box for

a-wiaste delnsered b docrsbep, pack the d-waste and request
for FEEE plck-up. It ks the ideal tool Tor corporates o halhil
thair EPR and C5R chigations.
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Hand us your e-waste today.
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